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What’s Ahead?

Why do we need special collections 
for household products?

How to know if a product is good or 
bad for you

Demo how to find resources  
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Products of concern
• Not all retail/commercial products are safe
• Household cleaning products, brake cleaner, WD-40, 

spray painting, pest spray, weed spray
• Many meet criteria for definition of hazardous waste 

when disposed
• What is hazardous? 
–flammable/ignitable
–corrosive – chemical burn, corrode steel, very high/low pH
–reactive – unstable, explode or create toxic gases/vapors 
–toxicity – material can leach out of the waste product, like 
lead or chromium 
–listed by EPA
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Rules on chemicals in products
• Limits on chemicals in products, set by EPA and some states, 

based on impact during consumer uses
–cannot be sold in US (or the state) if doesn’t meet limit in rule
–some states just follow EPA rule, others set own rules (CA)

• Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) and Hazardous Air Pollutants 
(HAP)
–VOCs that are reactive, more likely to create ozone, often flammable
–HAP designated based on health or environmental impacts when 

used/released to environment

• Green Chemistry program looking for alternatives
–http://www2.epa.gov/green-chemistry

• Learn about companies that have eliminated chemicals of 
concern
–https://www.chemicalfootprint.org/news/category/case-studies

http://www2.epa.gov/green-chemistry
https://www.chemicalfootprint.org/news/category/case-studies
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Pesticides and insecticides
• All must be registered with U.S. EPA
• Includes fungicides, mold/mildew sprays, anti-bacterial 

products
• Read pesticide labels 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-
02/documents/children.pdf

• Can you avoid using these products?
–https://www.epa.gov/safepestcontrol/do-you-really-need-use-

pesticide
–https://www.epa.gov/safepestcontrol/avoid-illegal-household-

pesticide-products

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-02/documents/children.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/safepestcontrol/do-you-really-need-use-pesticide
https://www.epa.gov/safepestcontrol/avoid-illegal-household-pesticide-products
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Pharmaceuticals and personal care products
• Don’t dump medicine down the drain!
• Unused medicines and some personal care products can be 

hazardous
–Nicotine patches, gum, etc were considered hazardous because 

nicotine is listed but no longer
–Use medicine drop off sites for proper disposal – most have to

be incinerated

• Some hairsprays, gels, shaving cream include propellants 
and have VOC or HAP 
–propellant spray bottles can explode
–VOC/HAP can be 
• flammable
•hazardous to environment when dumped down drain
• cause reactions (allergic, other) in users or those in proximity
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Reading labels to find hazards
• Flammable
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More labels
• Flammable
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More labels
• Corrosive
• Toxic
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More labels
• Toxic
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https://kingcountyhazwastewa.gov/en/households-
disposal/households-safer-home-products
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Finding 
alternatives

• U.S. EPA
–http://www2.epa.gov/saferchoice
–https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts
–recent change to hazardous air pollutant 

list takes 1-bromopropane off safer list

http://www2.epa.gov/saferchoice
https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts
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Finding a safer 
product

https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice
/products

https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice/products
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-01/saferchoice-factsheet-generalconsumer_0.pdf
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Greener products…just to name a few
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Some sustainable product links
Other programs and their safer products labels
• USDA Biopreferred products:  

https://www.biopreferred.gov/BioPreferred/faces/Welcome.xhtml;jsessionid=0
0840887909F5F6B174F73879A62F5FE

• USDA Organic products:  https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic
• California Safer Consumer Products:  https://dtsc.ca.gov/scp/

Green Seal programs 
• https://greenseal.org/home-consumers/

Earth 911 resources
• https://earth911.com/category/health/
• https://earth911.com/category/how-to-recycle/
• https://earth911.com/category/home-garden,diy/

Retail association guidelines for stores
• https://www.rila.org/retail-compliance-center/store-departments/consumer-

products

https://www.biopreferred.gov/BioPreferred/faces/Welcome.xhtml;jsessionid=00840887909F5F6B174F73879A62F5FE
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic
https://dtsc.ca.gov/scp/
https://greenseal.org/home-consumers/
https://earth911.com/category/health/
https://earth911.com/category/how-to-recycle/
https://earth911.com/category/home-garden,diy/
https://www.rila.org/retail-compliance-center/store-departments/consumer-products
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EPA resources for consumers
•Why Buy Greener Products?
–Products can have a wide variety of potential human 
health and environmental impacts including:
•Toxic exposures
•Air pollution
•Water pollution
•Climate change
•Natural resource use (e.g., energy, water, materials)
•Waste disposal
•Ecosystem damages

https://www.epa.gov/environmental-topics/chemicals-and-toxics-topics
https://www.epa.gov/environmental-topics/air-topics
https://www.epa.gov/environmental-topics/water-topics
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change
https://www.epa.gov/smm/
https://www.epa.gov/environmental-topics/land-waste-and-cleanup-topics
https://www.epa.gov/eco-research/ecosystems-and-air-quality
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Natural Products 
• Home cleaning recipes

–https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt
341/files/documents/co-24.pdf

–https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/c
leaning/tips/a24885/make-at-home-
cleaners/

–https://www.familyhandyman.com/project/h
ow-to-make-homemade-cleaner-with-
simple-ingredients/

–https://www.realsimple.com/home-
organizing/green-living/natural-cleaning-
recipes

–https://keeperofthehome.org/homemade-
all-natural-cleaning-recipes/

• Search for your own 
– search by area, surface or material needing 

cleaning
–marble or wood have special needs to 

protect them
– spot cleaning certain fabrics

https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/co-24.pdf
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/cleaning/tips/a24885/make-at-home-cleaners/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/project/how-to-make-homemade-cleaner-with-simple-ingredients/
https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/green-living/natural-cleaning-recipes
https://keeperofthehome.org/homemade-all-natural-cleaning-recipes/
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Database for business alternatives
• Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI)
–created by University of Massachusetts Lowell
–testing products and alternative cleaning solutions for 25 years

– cleanersolutions.org

https://www.cleanersolutions.org/
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Recycling 
Markets 
Directory

• University of Wisconsin Green Bay manages a 
database of materials that can be reused by 
facilities looking for materials for their 
manufacturing process

• https://www.uwgb.edu/solid-hazardous-
waste-education-center/

https://www.uwgb.edu/solid-hazardous-waste-education-center/


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

Recycling 
Markets 
Directory 

When you have waste 
that could be reused 
by another company, 
add the business to 
their database

https://www.uwgb.edu/solid-hazardous-waste-education-center/
https://www.uwgb.edu/solid-hazardous-waste-education-center/
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DNR’s Sustainability & Business 
Support Section



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

Not sure where to start with state or 
federal rules  

Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP)

• Free, confidential help with environmental rules
• Plain-language explanations and resources
• Trainings, webinars, emission calculators and more
• One-on-one help by phone, or site visits
• On-line resources available 24/7

Helpline:  855-899-3021
E-mail: DNRsmallbusiness@wi.gov
Website:  https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/smallbusiness

mailto:DNRsmallbusiness@wi.gov
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/smallbusiness


Renee Lesjak Bashel

renee.bashel@wisconsin.gov

608-347-7940

DNRsmallbusiness@wi.gov

mailto:renee.bashel@wisconsin.gov
mailto:DNRsmallbusiness@wi.gov

